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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method for recovering a metal value from a 
metal-bearing ore material are provided. A metal-bearing ore 
can be mixed with certain Substances and to form an agglom 
erated ore. In an intermediate state, between agglomeration 
and heap formation, bacteria can be added to the metal 
bearing ore material to produce an augmented ore. The aug 
mented ore can then be formed into a heap. 
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